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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A security element, which has at least one area with a 
diffraction structure embossed during an embossing process with an embossing die, 
which under specific viewing conditions reconstructs a diffractive image, wherein the 
area has subareas being free of any diffraction structures rr.il at l e ast ono of sa i d 
subar e as b ei ng produc e d dur i ng th e e mboss i ng process w i th th e e mbossing d ie a l r e ady 
prov i ding th e at le ast one of said subar e as b e ing fr ee of any diffraction structur e s , the 
subareas do not take part in the reconstruction of the diffractive image[[,]] and which 
represent a recognizable information, wherein the subareas and the diffraction structure 
surrounding the subareas have the same or at least very similar reflecting properties 
under viewing conditions, under which the diffraction structure does not represent a 
diffractive image, so that the recognizable information represented by the subareas is 
recognizable substantially only under the specific viewing conditions and wherein at 
least one of said subareas is produced during the embossing process with the 
embossing die already providing the at least one of said subareas being free of any 
diffraction structures . 

2. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the area has a first reflection layer, which supports the 
reconstruction of the diffractive image. 

3. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 76, 
characterized in that the subareas have no diffraction structure, and that the first 
reflection layer is disposed in both the area of the diffraction structure and the area of 
the subareas. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 76, 
characterized in that the area has a transparent plastic layer, in which the diffraction 
structure is present in the form of a relief structure, that the first reflection layer is 
disposed on the surface of the plastic layer which is provided with the diffraction 
structure, and that the opposite surface of the plastic layer has a second reflection layer, 
wherein the subareas are formed by gaps in the first reflection layer. 

5. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 4, 
characterized in that the first and second reflection layer are made of materials having 
substantially the same reflecting properties. 

6-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A security element, which has at least one area with a 
diffraction structure embossed during an embossing process with an embossing die, 
which under specific viewing conditions reconstructs a diffractive image, wherein the 
area has subareas being free of any diffraction structures rr.il at least ono of paid 
subar e as i s produced during tho e mbossing process with tho embossing d i e already 
prov i d i ng th e at l oast ono of said subaroas boing froo of any d i ffraction structures , the 
subareas do not take part in the reconstruction of the diffractive image[[,]] and which 
represent a recognizable information, wherein the subareas form a not diffractive 
contrast image, so that the recognizable information represented by the subareas is 
recognizable under viewing conditions differing from the specific viewing conditions of 
the diffractive image and wherein at least one of said subareas is produced during the 
embossing process with the embossing die already providing the at least one of said 
subareas being free of any diffraction structures . 



10. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 9, 
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characterized in that the area has a transparent plastic layer, in which the diffraction 
structure is present in the form of a relief structure, and that the first reflection layer is 
disposed on the surface of the plastic layer which is provided with the diffraction 
structure, wherein the subareas are formed by gaps in the first reflection layer. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 10, 
characterized in that the opposite surface of the plastic layer has a second reflection 
layer, wherein the first and second reflection layer are made of differently-colored 
materials. 

12. (Previously Presented) The security element according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the area is disposed on a transparent carrier, so that the 
information represented by the subareas is recognizable in transmitted light. 

13-38. (Canceled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a security element, comprising 
embossing during an embossing process with an embossing die at 
least one area with a diffraction structure, which under specific viewing conditions 
reconstructs a diffractive image, 

producing at l e ast ono subareas of the area dur i ng tho e mboss i ng 
proc e ss w i th tho ombossing dio a l roady providing tho at least ono subaroa bo i ng 
froo of any diffract i on structuroc, such that tho at l oast one subar e a of tho aroa 
which does not take part in the reconstruction of the diffractive image, represents 
a recognizable information, and i sare integrated in the area with the diffraction 
structure such that the subareas and the diffraction structure surrounding the 
subareas have the same or at least very similar reflecting properties under 
viewing conditions, under which the diffraction structure does not represent a 
diffractive image, so that the recognizable information represented by the at le ast 
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ene subareas is recognizable mainly only under the specific viewing conditions of 
the diffractive image , wherein at least one of said subareas is produced during 
the embossing process with the embossing die already providing the at least one 
said subareas being free of any diffraction structures . 

40-47. (Canceled) 

48. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a security element, comprising 
embossing during an embossing process with an embossing die at 
least one area with a diffraction structure, which under specific viewing conditions 
reconstructs a diffractive image, 

producing at le ast ono subareas of the area during tho e mboccing 
proc es s w i th th e e mbo s sing d ie al r e ady prov i d i ng th e at le a s t on e subar e a b ei ng 
fr ee of any diffraction structures, such that th e at le ast on e s ubar e a of tho ar o a 
which does not take part in the reconstruction of the diffractive image, represent 
a recognizable information^,]] and isare integrated in the area with the diffraction 
structure such that the subareas form a not diffractive contrast image, so that the 
recognizable information represented by the at l e ast ono subareas is 
recognizable under viewing conditions differing from the specific viewing 
conditions of the diffractive image , wherein at least one of said subareas is 
produced during the embossing process with the embossing die already 
providing the at least one of said subareas being free of any diffraction 
structures . 

49-58. (Canceled) 

59. (Previously Presented) The security element of claim 5 wherein said 
materials are the same material. 
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60-61. (Canceled) 

62. (Previously Presented) The security element of claim 1 1 wherein said 
materials are differently-colored metals. 

63. (Previously Presented) The security element of claim 62 wherien said metals 
are at least one of aluminum, copper or gold. 

64-75. (Canceled) 

76. (Previously Presented) The security element of claim 1 , wherein the 
information represented by the subareas is recognizable substantially only under the 
specific viewing conditions of the diffractive image. 



